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Development framework

Concluded in Council of Ministers 20 May 

2020

Highlights:

> Extension with roadmap 2024 - 2030

> 2 GW HVDC grid concept:

> delivery procedure

> technical clauses

> Platforms IJmuiden Ver ‘WindConnector’- ready

> Platform HK (north) - ready for electrification of 

gas platforms

> Clarification of offshore grid life span

> Planning adjustments



Offshore Wind Energy Bill

Contents

> Suitable for other energy carriers

> Improvement of comparative assessment 

(criteria)

> Addition of auctioning and comparative 

assessment with financial bid

> Extension of permit duration

Process

> House of Representatives awaits North Sea 

Agreement



Offshore Wind Energy Bill

Extension of permit duration

For future tenders:

> Letter of amendment: maximum permit 

duration of 40 years instead of 30 years

> This means an operational lifetime extension 

from about 25 to 35 years (+40%)

For past tenders: 

> Possibility to request for extension

> Under discussion:

> Earliest possible moment of request

> Life time extension of offshore grid



North Sea Agreement

Highlights

> Roadmap 2030 is a given

> Already designated offshore Wind Farm Zones 

remain available in case of higher 2030 ambition

> Exploration of the possibilities for Wind Farm Zones 

outside the southern part of the Dutch North Sea

> Designation of new Wind Farm Zones for 20-40 GW

> Co-use of wind farms: ‘area passport’ and shipping 

passages



Extra offshore wind before 2030?

Climate Agreement (2019): 2030 target of 49 

TWh

> Continuous monitoring on basis of wind farm data 

and prognoses

Climate agreement: evaluation in 2021 (or 

sooner?):

> Possible increase of target, depending on demand 

(increase) and progress in other renewables

> Increased (55%?) EU-ambition? -> Green Deal

> March 2021: General election 



Beyond 2030

Step 1, 2020 - Q1 2022: National Water Programme (‘Programme North Sea’) 2022-

2027: 

• Designation of new Wind Farm Zones

Step 2, Q3 2020 – Q1 2022:

• Roadmap 2030 - 2040: which (parts of) Wind Farm Zones will be developed and 

when?

• Exploration of transport options of offshore wind energy (VAWOZ)

Step 3, from 2023 onwards:

• Preparing Wind Farm Site Decisions

• Preparing integration plans and project decisions



Beyond 2030

1: Between IJmuiden Ver and the border with UK

2: North of Ijmuiden Ver; military area must rotate

3: North-west of IJmuiden Ver

4: In military area; need for alternative exercise 

area

5: North-east of the Frisian Front at the border 

with Germany

6: Area north of the Frisian Front

7: East of Cleaver Bank

8: North-west of Texel; not possible if area 2 is 

designated

NB: the final North Sea Agreement will 
change the map image, especially with regard 
to nature reserves. Therefore, no map image 
has now been added.
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Considerations

Close to (industrial) energy demand

> Located mostly along the coast

Possible re-use of gas infrastructure

> Den Helder and Eemshaven

Scale, islands and interconnections

> Cluster 1&2 (UK) and

> Cluster 5&6 (DE and DK)



Beyond 2030

Programme North Sea 2022-2027

July - Aug: Recalibration of 4 variants of 8 search areas

July - Sep: Env. Impact Assessment (8 search areas)

July - Nov: Social cost-benefit analysis (4 variants)

Sep: Tweaking of variants based on EIA and stakeholder input

Nov: Sharing of results, discussion of draft advice to cabinet

Dec: Processing reactions, advice to cabinet

Dec – Mar 2021: Preparing political decision-making

Mar 2021 – Sep 2021: Consultation

Mar 2022:  Political decision: designation of new Wind Farm Zones



Questions?


